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M DCC LXXVI, 


TO THR. 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


FREDERICK LORD N****, 


My LOR D; 
1 PON the reception of this, I am 

poſitive your Lordſhip will be great- 
ly ſurprized, not only at the preſumption 
I have taken in addreſſing your Lordſhip, 
being, in point of diſtinction, ſo much 
inferior to your Lorcſhip, but at the mat- 

ter contained in the following addreſs: 

I But, my Lord, as I am ſenſible the great- 


er the perſonage is, the greater is his af- 
fability and condeſcenſion ; and as the 


object I have in view is national, and af- 
fects the univerſal empire of Great Bri- 
tain; and as I have the inconceivable hap- 
pineſs of being born an Engliſhman, and 
therefore, as a Denizen * of the kings, 


A dom, 


* Or Citizen, 


421 

dom, juſtly entitled to offer to your Lord- 
ſhip, as a public Miniſter, any ſcheme, 
plan, opinion, or ſentiment for the good of 
the common- wealth, I moſt humbly hope 
your Lordſhip will, without diſcompo- 
ſure, peruſe theſe few lines. If I can 
help it, I will not keep your Lordſhip a 
minute in ſuſpence in regard to this my 
intended deſign ; and therefore, without 
circumlocution, periphraſis, or tedious 
exordiums, my Noble Lord, it is the 
thought of the unhappy differences, com- 
motions, and diſtractions exiſting betwixt 
England and her Colonies that incites 
me, as a friend to my country, to exhibit 
to your Lordſhip a few conjectural, poli- 
_ tical, or rather uncouth ruſtical obſerva- 
tions, or apothegms, in regard to the 
ſtate. +. pps 


| Firſt, my Lord, I conceive © that no 
one can ſay he has any thing his own by a 
right of nature, but either by ancient im- 
memorial ſeizure, as thoſe who firſt plant- 
ed uninhabited countries; or, ſecondly, by 
conqueſt, as thoſe who have got things by 
the right of the ſword; or elſe by ſome 
law, compact, agreement, or lot. This 
is 


1 
is the opinion of Tully. It is by ſome 
of theſe means, I apprehend, the Co- 
loniſts (corroborated and confirmed by 
their charters) do now enjoy their ſet- 
tlements; fo that it is reaſonable that 
they ſhould poſſeſs, unmoleſted, their 
new-ſettled dominions in ſubordination to 
the true intent and meaning of their 
| Charters, and their due allegiance to their 
king and country; (ſince, upon the 
granting of their charters, there was a 
tacit, implied, and reſerved obedience 
to their firſt planters or propagators). 
Should they run counter to, or exceed 
the bounds of their charters indubita- 
bly, without Ja- martial, like other in- 
corporations, by an information in the na- 
ture of a quo warranto in the court of 
King's Bench, the validity of thoſe char- 
ters, and whether they had acted con- 
ſonant to, or diſſonant from, the fame, 
might be tried: So that their colonies are 
conditional, circumſcribed, and qualified, 
and have not that unbounded laude as 
what ' Tully ſeems above to inſinuate. 
Tully's meaning is indefinite ; but the 
legal ſenſe and ſpirit of the charters are 
reſtricted and confined. —Upon a ſuppo- 
A 2 ſition 


1 
ſition that their charters were forfeited, 
then, before martial law and hoſtilities 
had commenced, it would have been hap- 
py if thoſe charters, in due courſe of law, 
had been annihilated or abrogated; and 
then by his preſent Moſt Sacred Majeſty, 
upon repentance, and reſtitution of dama- 
ges being made to the parties injured, 
the Coloniſts might have been reſtored to 
their ancient charters, liberties, rights, 
dominions, and franchiſes, as has been 
done in preceding reigns by freſh charters 
and writs of reſtitution : And, upon the 
ſuppoſition aforeſaid, my Lord, I cannot 
help thinking but that our nation have been 
premature * in commencing martial law 
againſt the colonies before they had firſt 
diſſolved and annihilated their charters ; 
for, upon the litigation of the information 
in the nature of the writ of quo warranto, 
the colonies had an inherent innate right 
to have appeared in the court of King's 
da and pleaded to, and litigated the 
ſam And, upon the ſaid continued ſup- 


poſition, 


* « Juſtum eſt bellum quibus neceſſarium ; & pia 
arma quibus nulla niſi in armis relinquitur pes. 


Liv. lib. ix. chap. i. 


3 
poſition, the common law of England 
was the rule, ſtandard, and criterion upon 
which they, in the firſt inſtance, ought 
to have been tried; and by which, I 
think, though a corporation, they had a 
right to their appeal and attaint; though, 
on the other hand, as a body politic, I 
think they could not be attainted. 
However, Moſt Noble Lord, fince it has 
been the divine will that affairs are brought 
to this terrible criſis, I apprehend there 
are only two ways of terminating this 
grand diſpute betwixt the Mother and the 
Daughter, the one by Reaſon, and the 
other by the Sword; and may Ens enti- 
um, the ſupreme governor of the univerſe, 
grant that the deciſion may be effected by 
treaty, and not by — force, 


There ** doubt yet but that God al- 
mighty would accompliſh our deſires, if 
the Archbiſhops and Biſhops would ſup- 
plicate Him, and recommend a moſt ſo- 
lemn general faſt through the three king- 
doms, which they have not yet done, 
(but which the Americans have done) 
and which certainly is the duty of holy- 
church. The Græcians and Romans ne- 
ä ver 


1 


ver undertook the ſmalleſt enterprize * 

they firſt ſacrificed to, and implored the 

aſſiſtance of the gods. We are now ſwal- 
lowed up and abſorbed in luxury and re- 

miſneſs; and it is to be feared (like Rome) 

we ſhall fall by our own ſtrength. Per 

naſtrum ſcelus non patimur iracunda Jovem 

ponere fulmima ! 


As the Provincials have had the better 
of the battle already, (but nothing is more 
fluctuating and inconſtant than victory, 
my Lord) it may naturally be ſuppoſed 
they are elated with ſucceſs, and that 
thouſands will, like a Noble Lord with 
his forces at the battle of Boſworth-field 
by King Richard the Third and the Earl 
of Richmond, join the ſtronger ſide. It 
requires a Machiavel, therefore, to ex- 


tricate the nation out of its preſent dilem- @& | 


ma.—My Lord, diſcaſes deſperate grown, 
by deſperate appliances are relieved, or 
not at all, ſays the inimitable Shakeſpeare. 
If our forces are routed, others muſt be. 
_ raiſed: The nature of the caſe requires 
it. Neceſſity has no law. You will ſay, 
my Lord, Bic labor, hoc opus eſt! I would 
not have your Lordſhip be too anxious 
about 


[7 3 
about the matter, though decidunt turres 
graviori ictu. Your Lordſhip may be aſ- 
ſured the three eſtates of the realm will 
not ſuffer old England, replete with mo- 
ney and men, or its Colonies, to be loſt 
for a ſubſidy or two: And although the 
Americans alledge they fight pro ar & 
focis, and have unremitting, unwearied 
freſh ſupplies of men, like torrents pour- 
ing forth upon us, and as the head of 
one hydra is cut off another ſprouts out, 

| yet there are innumerable inſtances in hiſ- 
Tz tory of Alexander the Great, Julius Cæ- 
| ' ſar, Edward the Black Prince, and other 
generals, overcoming their enemies with 
a diſparity of numbers. Fabius Maxi- 
mus, by protracting the war, conquered 
the Carthaginians. The Danes, for a 
long time, like ſwarms of locuſts, infeſt- 
ed this kingdom by running, reiterated, 
and retreating fights. Ni deſperandum 
et, whilſt God and juſtice are on our fide. 


But, my Lord, to come more cloſely 
to the point: When your Lordſhip has a 
force ſufficient to repel fire by fire, pray 
would it not be the moſt proper to found 
the Americans to know if they were wil- 
ling 


1 
ling to refer the cauſe to the amicable de- 
ciſion, or arbitration, of forty-eight com- 
miſſioners, or moderators, to be elected on 
each fide, part Engliſh and part Ame- 


ricans? This would be the means to ſave 


an ocean of blood. Conferences and ac- 
commodations were the cafe of King John 
and his Barons; and this was the caſe 
with King Charles the Firft and his Par- 
liament ;—and this will be the very caſe 
at the laſt with us and the Americans, 
when we have exhauſted our treaſures, 
and waded up to the knees in the blood 
of our fellow-ſubjes, and, by extenua- 
ting our ſtrength, ſubjected ourſelves to 
the invaſion of France and Spain: For, 
my very good Lord, without half the 
eyes of Argus, it is very plain to ſee thoſe 
two (our rival - perfidious nations) will 
never reſt until they have recovered again 
their loſt reputation and the pecuniary 
territorial loſſes of the laſt war. Their 
general cry is, like the Romans with 
Carthage, Britannia delenda eff. And al- 
though, according to Grotius and the 
laws of nations, no war can be juſtly 

undertaken unleſs ſatisfaction hath been 
firſt demanded, and proclamation of it 
made 


1 


made publickly before-hand; yet, as in 
the laſt war, we ſeized their ſhips with- 
out a formal declaration of war accord- 
Ing to the Fecial Laws, thoſe two nations 
will retaliate, and never forget the ſup- 
poſed breach of faith, notwithſtanding, 
virtually in the laſt war, they had feſt 
commenced, on their part, hoſtilities, by 
unlawfully attacking our Colonies. Pu- 
nica fides, Gallica fides, and Hiſpanica fides 
are ſynonimous and analogous ; and fimeo 
Danaos dona ferentes is often to be remem- 
bered. My Lord, truſt France and Spain 
no farther than your Lordſhip can ſee them, 
and then they cannot deceive your Lord- 
ſhip. My Lord, recruit the ſoldiers, 
man the fleets, hoiſt the fails, pacify the 
ſhipwrights, and fave Gibraltar and theſe 
nations from ruin. 


N my Noble Lord, doth your Lord- 
ſhip think the Americans would refer 
their cauſe to the Right Honourable Earl 
Chatham, whoſe moral, political, com- 
plicated, intellectual faculties and abilities 
are as deep and unfathomable as the pro- 
foundeſt pit; and who is, metaphorically 
ſpeaking, a precious diamond in the En- 


B gliſh 


3 
gliſh crown, in lieu of that which was 
unluckily loſt at his Majeſty's corona- 


tion? Or will they put their cafe to the 


noble city of London, like the great Earl 
of Warwick, (metaphorically ſpeaking) 
the makers, and ſupporters, and, if diſ- 
obliged, the diſcompoſers of K—gs ?* 


But, my Lord, I fear your Lordſhip 
will retort on me, and ſay, by the En- 
gliſh condeſcending. to refer, or compro- 
miſe ke matter, it is diſhonourable, and 
is a waiver and purgation of all treaſons 
committed by the Colonies in America. 
But, my Noble Lord, beſides Sir Walter 
Raleigh's caſe, in litigations, ſome fide 
muſt firſt make propoſals of reference, 
and I think their caſe is of the laſt im- 
portance, and their charters ought to be 

thoroughly digeſted, well weighed and 
conſidered by the twelve Judges of this 
realm, Attorney and Solicitor General, and 
the King's Council, in order to fave fo 
many precious ſouls alive. Still, perhaps, 
there may be left an honourable, legal 
retraction. 


My Noble Lord, without adulation or 
flattery, few of the nolity equalize, or 


exceed 


„ 

exceed your Lordſhip for ſagagity and in- 
genuity; and I have not the leaſt ambi- 
guity or doubt but that your Lordſhip 
knows that, towards the latter end of the 
reign. of Charles the Second, the * Maſſa- 
chuſett's Colony was accuſed of violating 
their charter, and by a judgment in the 
King's Bench of England, was deprived 
of it; and, I believe, from that time to 
the revolution they remained without any 
charter, and then, ſoon after that period, 
they received a new one, which, though 
very favourable, was much inferior to the 
extenſive privilege of the former ; ſo that, 

my Noble Lord, the laſt above quotation 
is ſome ſmall teſtimony of my poſition, 
in regard to the proceeding in the firſt 
inſtance upon their charters. 


I think, my Lord, the real intentions 
of the Americans are not yet thoroughly 
known; and, perhaps, like Oliver, be- 
ing fluſhed with their recent victories, if 
diſaffection (which God forbid !) to our 
B 2 moſt 


* See William Guthrie, Eſq; on the Globe, and 
- preſent State of the ſeveral Kingdoms of the World, 
p. 584. 


11 

moſt amiabſe King reigns in their hearts, 
they may affect independency, and then 
conſequently they will reject propoſitions 
of peace. If their deſigns ſhould agree 
with my imaginations, it behoves all the 
European Powers, who have Colonies in 
America, to unite their forces to prevent 
a general revolt; and it could not be 
amiſs, my Lord, by ſome of your Lord- 
ſhip's agents, obliquely to intimate this to 
the Spaniſh and other foreign ambaſſa- 
dors; for a politician of the leaſt diſcern- 
ment will eafily conclude that the gold 
mines of Mexico and Peru will be no 
inconſiderable acquiſitions. 


I hope the army under the ſuperinten- 
dency and command of General G—e will 
never be in that moſt deplorable ſituation, 
or upon the brink of a precipice, where 
they cannot advance with ſafety, or retreat 
with honour, as the old Britons were when 
they ſaid that their enemies drove them to 
the ſea, and the ſea back to their ene- | 
mies. Whilſt the ſhips can ride ſafely 
upon the Atlantic ocean without the mo- 
leſtation of Mars, Boreas, or Neptune, it 
1s prudent to intercept the trade, and 

watch 


E 
watch the motions of the enemy; but 
when the impetuoſity and ſeverity of the 
ſeaſon obſtruct, the ſoldiers and navy, 
may, without the leaſt imputation of de- 
ſerting their cauſe, return into Britain to 
refreſh themſelves and careen their ſhips. 


Delays, my Lord, ſometimes are danger- 
. ous, and too much indulgence is often per- 
nicious. If poſſible, puncto temporis, ade- 
quate forces ſhould be raiſed. When the 
wolf is at the door there is no dallying. 
Propoſitions of peace muſt either, my 
Lord, be propounded to the Americans 
or Columbians, or elſe, as above intima- 
ted, force muſt be repelled with force : 

But, my very good Lord, I repeat it again, 
firſt, expreſsly or obliquely, let the diſ- 
poſitions of the Americans be ferretted 
cout, in order to diſcover whether they 

aim at independency or not. 


To be ſure, if, according to the old 
adage, vox populi be vox De,, my Lord, 
the commonalty, the very nerves and ſi- 
news of war, in America, from general 
report, are principally well-wiſhers and 
advocates for the Coloniſts; ſo that the 

moſt 


E 
moſt conſummate Miniſtry, and the beſt 


Officers in the world cannot withſtand 
their own internal, reluctant, though, 


if they would fight, inſuperable, impreg- 


nable force. The Phœnix expires in her 
own flames. Alexander, in Aſia, when 
his ſoldiers mutinied, was in a terrible 
condition. The Americans, as I ſaid be- 
fore, my Lord, aſſert they fight for life, 
liberty, and property, (the three cardinal 
bleſſings) ; but our officers and common 
ſoldiers, through compaſſion, it is belie- 


ved, often handle their arms in tears. 


The Plebeans, or common people in 


America, (from my ſimple obſervations) 
my Lord, alledge that all mankind are born 


iree.; ; that repreſentation and taxation , 


like 


* The moſt ſtriking and remarkable caſe of taxation, 
in print, that I have ſeen, ſimilar to the Engliſh and 
Americans, is that of Edward the Black Prince, in 


the reign of Edward the Third, mentioned in the Fæ- 


dera, when that Prince ſtudied methods to ſatisfy his 
traops by impoſing a tax upon his dominions in Aqui- 
tain, called fouage, or /moke-money, becauſe it was laid 
upon every hearth or chimney. This expedient bid 
fair for ſucceſs if, after the peace of Bretigny, the 
King, his Father, had not unhappily revaked ſeveral 

grants 
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like the bark and the tree, are inſepatable ; 
that, if the Americans will raiſe money 
for us, it is immaterial how they do raiſe 
it, ſo as the mode, or manner, only be 
permanent, perpetuated, and ſtabilitated ; 


and that, as the occidental commerce, 
or that of America, is particularly, in 


the 


grants which he had made to the principal Lords of 
Guyenne, at a time when his affairs required him to 
make ſure of the fidelity of the Gaſcons. This revo- 
cation ſo incenſed thoſe noblemen that they reſolved to 
be revenged ; and upon their appeal to the new King 
of France, he was not wanting to excite them under- 
hand. In ſhort, the Prince of Wales refuſing to re- 
dreſs this pretended abuſe (for that Prince certainly 
apprehended the taxation was right, though his affairs 
were greatly embarraſſed at that time) at the com- 
plaints of thoſe Lords and their vaſſals, or to appear, 
after he was Cited, before the King of France as Lord 
Paramount of Guyenne, (notwithſtanding his former 
reſignation of that ſovereignty); and afterwards falling 
ſick of the dropſy, ſo that he could not oppoſe Ber- 
trand du Gueſclin, the Conſtable of France, in Guy- 
enne, a general revolt enſued. See the Fædera itſelf.— 
Sir Henry Spelman, under the word fuage, alſo men- 
tions this very tax of one ſhilling upon every hearth, 
or fire-fide, and that it cauſed a general revolt in 
Aquitain.— Thomas Blount, Eſq; under fuage, (with- 
out taking notice of the revolt) likewiſe ſhews the 
ſame tax, and quotes Rot. Parl. 25 Edw. III. and 
Fraiſart, cap. 141. 
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the firſt place, reſtricted and bound to 
us, the Americans, rather than be tram- 
pled under foot; purſue the dictates of 
nature and ſelf-preſervation. 


Under theſe perplexed complex circum- 
ſtances, lenient, not cauſtic meaſures, my 
Lord, ſhould, to fave all our kingdoms 
if poſſible, firſt be uſed: And the diſ- 
penſations of theſe meaſures ſhould like- 
wiſe, without indications of timidity, be 
circumſpectly, politically, and moſt ac- 
curately applied. Therefore, in the name 
of the moſt holy, bleſſed, indiviſible, im- 
partible Trinity, (moſt glorious extenſion, 
expanſion, diffuſion, retraction, and co- 
aleſcence!) my Lord, pleaſe to adviſe one 
of the beſt of Kings, (who, inſtead of 
indirectly accumulating and heaping up 
riches, like Henry the Seventh and many 
other of his royal predeceſſors, out of his 
innate intrinſic good nature, preſents his 
ſhare of acquiſitions to his ſoldiers and 
ſubjects) to call a parliament as ſoon as 
ſhall be adjudged neceſſary, (and the 
ſooner the better) and to lay before that 
right honourable, tremendous, and moſt 
relpeckable body a true ſtate of the na- 

tional 
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tional affairs, and then, by a threefold 
union and concurrence in minds and poli- 
tics, his Moſt Sacred Majeſty, the Par- 
liament, and your Lordſhip will be ſafe, 
and, without doubt, God Almighty will 
direct your councils for the beſt. 


The rock that King Charles the Firſt 
and the Family of Stewart ſplit upon, 
was a too tenacious exertion of the rights 
of Prerogative, and a total negle& and 
contempt of Parliaments, which parlia- 
ments are the very vitals of the Engliſh 
conſtitution, and the polar ſtars by which 
the King and people are to ſteer: And 
whilſt the King and his Miniſters purſue 
the tracts preſtribed and laid down by un- 
corrupted, unpolluted Parliaments, they 
eannot err. A melleous or moderate re- 


laxation, but not an unkingly, unreaſon- 


able relinquiſhment of prerogative, gains 
the hearts of the people. In medio tutiſi- 
mus ibis. I with to God the King would 
be pleaſed, out of his royal clemency, to 
do ſome popular acts of goodneſs, I mean, 
moſt Noble Lord, by adding ſome ſmall 
additions to the ſhip-carpenters' wages, 


(for what ſignifies all the ald Engliſh. 


C oaks 


1 
oaks in the kingdom, and freſh planta- 
tions of them, if there are no perſons to 
handle the hatchet ?) and taking particu- 
lar care to employ our diſcarded Britiſh 
ſeamen. O gods! that our failors and 
artificers ſhould want a morſel of bread, 
who are our defenders! Theſe two ob- 
jects alone, duly performed, would regain 
the affections of the people, and combine, 
infold, and incorporate the King and 
people indifſolubly. For, my Lord, 
when the affections of the King and peo- 
ple are alienated from one another, con- 
vulſions, misfortunes, ſchiſms, and divi- 
ſions are the conſequences; and how dan- 
gerous it is for Princes to want the affec- 
tions of their ſubjects, or to recede from, 
or alter the forms of government, is de- 
monſtrable from the advice of Virgil *, 


the 


* „ Whilſt Virgil enjoyed the ſweets of a learned 
ce privacy, the troubles of Italy cut off his little ſub- 
“e ſiſtance; but by a ſtrange turn of human affairs, 
e which ought to keep good men from ever deſpairing, 
< the loſs of his eſtate proved the effectual way of ma- 
« king his fortune. The occaſion of it was this: 
6 a as himſelf relates, when he was but nine- 
teen years of age, by a maſterly ſtroke of policy, 
„had gained the veteran legions into his ſervice, 


ce (and 5 that ſtep outwitted all the Republican Se- 
6 nate). 
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the prince of Latin poets, to Cæſar when 
he was ſtaggering and wavering, whether 
A to 


« nate). They grew now very clamorous for their 
% pay. The treaſury being exhauſted, he was forced 
eto make aſſignments upon land, and none but in Italy 
e itſelf would content them. He pitched upon Cremo- 
na as the moſt diſtant from Rome; but that not ſuf- 
<« ficing, he afterwards threw in part of the State of 
Mantua. Cremona was a rich and noble Colony, 
« ſettled a little before the invaſion of Hannibal. Du- 
< ring that tedious and bloody war, they had done ſe- 

ce veral important ſervices to the Common-wealth ; and 
when eightcen other Colonies, pleading poverty and 
“ depopulation, refuſed to contribute money, or to 
« raiſe recruits, they of Cremona voluntarily paid a 
&« double quota of both: But paſt ſervices are a fruit- 
„ leſs plea. Civil wars are one continued act of ingra- 
<« titude. In vain did the miſerable mothers, with 
<« their famiſhing ipfants in their arms, fill the ſtreets 
« with their numbers, and the air with lamenta- 
e tions: The craving legions were to be ſatisfied at 


e any rate. Virgil, involved in the common calamity, 


ce had recourſe to his old patron Pollio, but he was 
<« at this time under a cloud; however, compaſſiona- 
„ ting ſo worthy a man, not of a make to ſtruggle 
« through the world, he did what he could, and re- 
« commended him to Mecznas, with whom he till 
e kept a private correſpondence,” and by whofe intereſt, 
at laſt, he recovered his eſtate.— Virgil believed the 
immortality of the ſoul, by ſuppoſing that ſouls aſcend- 
ed again to their proper and congenial ſtars, contrary 
to the notion of Pythagoras, the philoſopher, who held 


the trafiſmigration of ſouls, or that the ſoul, after the 
diſſo- 


(1 


to retain the ſovereign power, or reſtore. 
the common-wealth. 


| © The change of a popular into an ab- 
*« ſolute government has generally been 
* of very ill conſequence; for, betwixt 
the hatred of the people, and injuſtice 
of the prince, it of neceſſity comes to 
*« paſs that they live in diſtruſt and mu- 
** tual apprehenſions. But if the com- 
«©mons knew a juſt perſon, whom they 
* entirely confided in, it would be for 
* the 3 of all parties that ſuch a 
one ſhould be their ſovereign. Where- 
fore, if you ſhall continue to admi- 
“ niſter juſtice impartially, as hitherto 
 « you have done, your power will prove 


« ſafe to yourſelf and beneficial to man- 
« kind.” | 


With the greateſt deference and reſpect, 
Moſt Noble Lord, I * to hint ano- 
ther 


diſſolution of the body, progreſſively entered from one 
body into another. There is a ſeeming ſimilarity be- 

twixt tranſubſtantiation, or the myſtical changing of 
bodies into other bodies or ſubſtances, and tranſmi- 


gration, or the 1 progreſſion or changing of 
_ 


21 J 
ther eonceivable piece of policy to your 
Lordſhip; that is, my Lord, that neither 
his Moſt Sacred Majeſty, or his Royal 
Highneſs the Prince of Wales, the heir 
apparent to the crown, ought, by way 
of excurſion and pacification, to commit 
their ſacred royal perſons to the Coloniſts. 
If they do, it is greatly to be dreaded 
they will be in the ſame unhappy ſitua- 
tion as Charles the Firſt was at the Iſle of 
Wight. Jn 38 


Calamities in kingdoms, and diſeaſes in 
human bodies, ſometimes are ſtopped by 
timely, cautious, ſalutary preventions. 
Internal, horrible clouds of blood are ga- 
thering, and will ſoon diſembogue, and 
diſgorge themſelves upon the Proteſtants, 
or Catholics, and the Roman Catholics in 
America, for want of a clear, thorough 

. diſcuſſion and explication of the real, true 
intention of the treaty, and the indul- 
gences thereof, reſpecting thoſe Roman 
Catholics, at the concluſion of the lat 
war. To hinder which carnage, if poſ- 
ſible, I will (taking facts as they ſtand, 
and without deſcanting upon the propriety 
or impropriety of meaſures at the firſt,” 
or 


11 


or expatiating upon the new-appearing, 
large, forky, fiery meteor or ſtar, as if 
it was angry at the civil broils in Ameri- 
ca, like thoſe amongſt brethren in Jeru- 
ſalem before : its deſtruction by Titus, in 
the northern hemiſphere) conciſely un- 
fold. 


In all conquered nations, my Lord, in 
caſe of a ſolemn war, the conquerors, by 
right of conqueſt, acquire a right of do- 
minion, as well as a property over the 
tlrings and perſons that are fully conquer- 
ed, becauſe both parties, my Lord, have 
appealed to the higheſt tribunal that can 
be, to wit, the trial by war, wherein the 
great Judge and Sovereign of the world, 
the Lord of hoſts, ſeems, in a more eſpe- 
cial manner than in other caſes, to decide 
the controverſy; ſo that, my Lord, if 
we had acquired of the French thoſe ter- 
ritorial lands in America by actual con- 
queſt, and nat by capitulation, ceſſion, 
or treaty, then thoſe Roman Catholics 
there would have been upon the very 
ſame footing as the Roman Catholics in 
England, and, conſequently, would have 
laboured under the fame incapacities and 
| burdens 
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- burdens as the Engliſh Roman Catholics 
do, and then the preſent capitulated in- 
dulgences of the American Roman Ca- 
tholics might have allowed juſt com- 
plaints and murmurings againſt our ve- 
nerable and unſanguinary Archbiſhops and 
Biſhops for partiality; but, under the 
preſent circumſtances, all clamours and 
opprobriations againſt them are futile, 
vague, and ill-grounded. And, my Lord, 
if immaculate faith is not to be obſerved 
betwixt all nations in their compacts, 
_ conventions, agreements, or capitulations, 
there is an end of all intercourſe and ſo- 
ciety, and men degenerate into a worſe 
kind of ſpecies than that of brute beaſts. 


- Jn this momentary, probationary vale 
of tears, my Lord, it is ſurprizing to ſee 
the diverſity and multiplication of opini- 
ons touching and relating the Chriſtian 
Godhead, and what wonderful rivers of 
blood are ſpilt, relative to ſome nice ſpe- 
culations, external modes, and forms of 
worſhip; and it is ten thouſand pities 
there cannot be a coalition of the Chri- 
ſtian religion. Kingdoms, like private 
families, divided amongſt themſelves, can 

never 
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never ſtand: Kiatholikos, generalis, Or uni- 
ver ſalis, from whence Catholic is deri 
ved, is namen colleftroum; and, I think, 
beſides univerſality, implies that every 
perſon who believes in the name of Jeſus 
(the chain or link betwixt celeſtial and 
terreſtrial beings, as the ſenſitive plant is 
betwixt the animal and vegetable crea- 
tion) and that his principles and actions 
concenter in Him, is juſtly intitled to 
the denomination of a Catholic, and will, 
through Chriſt's mediation and interceſ- 
ſion with his Father, be ſaved. In re- 
gard to eſſence, I think it is not material 
whether the bread and wine in the holy 
euchariſt, after the conſecration, be tran- 
ſubſtantiated or not: It ſeems rather to me, 
rationally and metaphyſically, to be impro- 
bable. It would be a derogation and in- 
dignity to the Godhead for the Creator, an 
intactible, purified, æthereal ſubſtance, to 
be grinded corporally with the teeth, and 
ſwallowed, corrupted, and evacuated by 
the Creature. The Greek words vale er. 
ro cha hen, Hoc off corpus meum, this is 
my body, and + tei re dus Muy hoc e/t i 
ſanguis meus, this is my blood, ſpoken 
figuratively and ſynechdochally, muſt be 

taken 


( 25 1 
taken ſymbollically. Where mreger vitæ 
ſeeleriſque purus predominate in Jeſus * 
Chriſt **, the Saviour, the anointed, 
perfect uniſon; and whoſe immaculate 
doctrines lead ſouls to the milky way 4, 
or 


7 Amongſt other conjectures, I believe that either 

a ſhort circle, or compaſs of heaven, of three ells, 
round almoſt the very ends, or extremities of the poles, 
or the milky way of heaven, (by ſome numerical cal. 
culation, or ſecret meaning, like Queen Dido's pur 
chaſe of land to build Carthage upon) help to ſolve 
Virgil's ænigma in Ecl. iv. ver. 105. 
Again: Perhaps the milky way is the. ſparkling 
throne whereon the Gods fit to obſerve and ſcan the 
actions of poor mortals here below; or, further, per- 
haps is the ſplendid narrow paſs, orifice, opening, or 
inlet into heaven. 

And, I think, the Fl:s Solis, the Sun-Flower, or 
King's-Flower, goes near to ſolve his other ænigma 
(in the next lines) of flowers ſpringing up in coun- 
tries with the names of kings inſcribed, (like the la- 
mentable inſcription of CALais on Queen Mary's 
heart); the Perſians adoring, and ſome other hea- 
thens (and, perhaps, amongſt the reſt, the immortal 
Virgil) ſtedfaſtly believing that the + ſun (a cœleſtial, 


im- 


+ Like the velocious opaque bodies, the moon and earth, (with their 
| borrowed lights) the refulgent, revolving planets and fixed ſtars, and like 
Mahomet's coffin by the loadſtone, is held up by gravity or attraction: And 
which bright luminaries, the ſun, planets, and ſtars, I verily believe, are 
fed, nouriſhed, and kept alive with God's celeſtial, ſpiritual efficacy, divine 
emanations and effulgence, as earthly fires are vivified, or kept alive, wi ith 
ily, porous, ſulphureous matter and ſubſtances, 


1 
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or ſtarry round of heaven, (infallible 
ſign, or emblem, of eternity, as the rain- 
bow is the infallible ſign of God's cove- 
_ nant with mankind, that the world ſhall 
never be deſtroyed by an univerſal deluge 
of water again !) fantaſtical diſtinctions in 
religion are of no avail +. 


My Lord, it was never doubted but 
that « Kings of this realm, with the 
conſent and advice of both houſes of 


Parliament, 


immoveable globe of reflexion, heat, or fire, computed 
to be three hundred times bigger than our earth, and 
placed in the center of the heavens for vivification, or 
nouriſhment; and a diſplay of God's omnipotence and 
glory |) was the king of heaven, progenitor, and en- 
livener of all things. 


+ TA'OMAI ,, ſalvo, and XPIQ 4, a; to ſave, 
and to anoint. From the divine example of anoint- 
ment, and the Moſaic diſpenſation, (the prognoſtic or 
type of Chriſt) aroſe the cuſtom of anointing kings at 
their coronation, hieroglyphically ſhewing that the 
Lord's anointed ſhould not be hurt, or touched (like 
the ſhew-bread or the holy ſacrament) with impure, 
unhallowed hands. And, on the contrary, indicating 
that kings, like the King of kings, ſhould forgive and 
forget injuries, and be the ſaviours or conſervators of 
the lives of their ſubjects, and gather them under their 
auſpices and protection, as a partridge or a hen gather 
their little ones, or chickens, under their wings. 


1 
Parliament, (our Government being an 
agreeable compound of monarchy, ariſto- 
cracy, and democracy, the fineſt political 
compoſition in the world !) have an un- 
queſtionable power to enact new laws, or 


to alter, repeal, or enforce the old. And 
in theſe diſtracted times, 


« When hard words, jealouſies, and fears 
e Set folks to,cter by the ears, 


if there are any laws promulged and made 
which are nugatory, oppolite, or contrary 
to the ſyſtem, true eſtabliſhment, and na- 
ture of the Britiſh Empire (which, I verily 
believe, without offence to the higher pow- 
ers, but by way of argumentation or re- 
monſtration, my Lord, ſome of the late 
enacted laws relating America are) it 
would be attended with the utmoſt cru- 
elty and barbarity, that ſuch pernicious, 
poiſonous, heterodoxical, heterogeneous 
laws ſhould be enforced. It is far better, 
my Lord, that many vile perſons ſhould 
eſcape puniſhment, than one. juſt man 
ſhould illegally and unjuſtly periſh *. 
ET D 2 E 
* What a cruel example was that of accumulative 
treaſon exerciſed upon the Noble Earl Strafford, in the 
reign of Charles the Firſt, (and which dreadful cata- 
ſtrophe 


1 

If all our juvenile tricks and actions, 
inadvertencies, failings, and errors of 
judgment were, like old Chaos, collected 
into a body, or maſs, and jumbled toge- 
ther in hotchpot, to form an accuſation 
againſt a perſon he could not, through 
human frailty and virulent times, altho' 
he was as innocent as a lamb, had the 
ſenſe of Minerva, the ſtrength of Her- 
cules, the arms of Briareus, unleſs he 
Was as ſwift as Camilla, that in fleetneſs 
outſtripped the winds, eſcape the rod. 
When the party has ſuffered death, it is a 
(mall ſatis faction to him that an errone- 
ous judgment is reverſed. 


The laws of diverſe countries are found- 
ed upon reaſon and experience, and in- 
terwoven with the climate and conſtitu- 
tion; and it is as s difficult to pull up old 

oaks 


ſtrophe that Ling might have prevented, and of which 
he repented to his dying day, either by not ſigning the 
fatal warrant by a general pardon, or a bill of indem- 
nity, the laſt method being abſolutely neceſſary, before 
national fevers grow outrageous, for well- meaning Mi- 
niſters when, for the love of their country, they have, 
or it is doubtful they have over-ſhot themſelves, and 
whoſe friends ſhould avoid the palpable miſtake com- 
mitted by Cromwell's adherents when he thirſted after, 
and fainted away for the loſs of the crown) ? 


| I | 
oaks by the roots, or change the whole 
maſs of blood, or for the ſame medi- 
cines, or noſtrums, to operate and work 
alike upon different conſtitutions in diffe- 
rent climates, as it is to change ſecond 
nature, or old laws and cuſtoms. 


Therefore, my Noble Lord G*#***#*#*#, 
animo & fide F, every Engliſhman ſhould 
uſe their joint endeavours to aboliſh and 
ſubvert contrarieties and innovations in 
our bleſſed conſtitution, as it fundamen- 
tally and entirely depends upon immemo- 
rial uſage and cuſtom, and cannot be 
twiſted and twined to evil purpoſes, and 
perverted at pleaſure. And if, under the 
ſanction of acts of parhament, oppreſ- 
fion and tyranny are introduced, they are 
virtually % facto void, and ſtand upon 
the ſame footing, and are no better than 
the diabolical inquiſitions in Spain and 
Portugal, as is viſible from the ſta- 
tute of Merton, nolumus leges Angliæ mu- 
tare, &c. (we will not change the laws 
of England, &c.); the unexampled de- 
collation, or beheading of the aforefaid 
Earl Strafford ; from John Maltravers, in 


the 
1 His Lordſhip's motto. 
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the reign of Edward the Third, who had 
his attainder reverſed, (which attainders 
are couſin germans to the Spaniſh inqui- 
ſitions) becauſe, contrary to the laws of 
the kingdom, he had never been heard 
in his own defence; from Judge Treſilian, 
and Brambre, an alderman of London, 
who were hanged in Richard the Second's 
reign for having ſigned advice contrary to 
the laws of the realm, and the liberties of 
the ſubject; and from the repeal of a 
ſtatute made in Parliament by the King's 
ſingle authority, pretending that he had 
not given his conſent to it, if he had not 
been afraid that the Parliament would 
break up without finiſhing the public af- 
fairs *. Dated October 1, 1341, 

CF As 


*The true definition of allegiance, like the Gor- 
gon's knot, binds the king and his ſubjects; or, ac- 
cording to Grotius, the governor and governed toge- 
ther (in whatever Britiſh dominions they be) in ada- 
mantine Chains and cords of iron. And expedition in 
wars, building and repairing of caſtles and bridges in 
the Saxon times, were not marks of tenure, or of feodal 
ſervice, but omnibus hominibus communia, a common 
burthen to all men, as belonging to the ſafety and ſacred 
anchor of the kingdom and common-wealth; becauſe, 
like the Crown, which cannot alienate its crown-lands 
without conſent of Parliament, they could not be re- 

leaſed, 


1 

As the Ladies, my Lord, are the moſt 
inchanting and angelic parts of the crea- 
tion, and can work miracles with the 
_ Gentlemen, pray ſupplicate our moſt 
gracious, amiable, and religious Queen 
Charlotte to be immortalized and honour- 
ed (if it be poſſible to the moſt conſum- 
mate virtue and royalty to add honour) 
with a negociation and mediation betwixt 
the King and the People, attended with a 
ſuitable retinue of Britiſh and American 
Ladies, in imitation of the good Queen 
Eſther, (as Moſes, the grand hiſtorian, 
politician, lawyer, and ſoldier, was our 
father as well as the father of the Jews) 
when ſhe prayed to Ahaſuerus for her 
own life and the lives of the people; and 
in 


leaſed, whether they were expreſsly excepted, (ſuch 
exception being merely per ſuperabundantem cautelam, 
through exceffive caution ; not for that they ſhould be 
otherwiſe extinguiſhed, but leſt the general words pre- 
ceding ſhould be miſtaken to involve them and releaſe 
that which the King could not releaſe) or were, or were 

not, ſpecifically mentioned in their charters: They 
were not ſervices, or feodal duties, as things that lay 

upon the perſon of the owner, but /andire&a (like lays 
and taxes) rights that charged the very land, whoſo- 
ever did poſſeſs it, church or layman. See Sir Henry 
Spelman's Poſthumous Works, cap. x. p. 22, 23. 


32 | 
in imitation, upon the population of an- 
cient Rome, of the Roman and Sabine 
Ladies, who, when their fathers, huſ- 
bands, and brothers were piercing and 
ſlicing one another to atoms in battle with 
diſhevelled hair, reconciled the contending 
parties; and in imitation of the good Go- 
diva, when ſhe faved Coventry from grie- 
vous taxes, or fines, impoſed by her huſband 
Leofrick, Earl of Mercia, at the hazard 
of modeſty, which God almighty turned 
to her glory ; to ſupplicate and intreat his 
| Moſt Gracious Majeſty to ſtop hoſtilities 

againſt his Majeſty's Colonies ; that all 
nugatory acts of parliament, and repug- 
nant to our conſtitution, may 'be duly 
ſearched into, and repealed ; that a gene- 
ral a&t of oblivion and forgiveneſs (with- 
out exceptions) may, in due time, enſue; 
and that, as ſoon as the circumſtances of 
affairs will permit, all grievances what- 
ſoever may, by commiſſioners to be elect- 
ed on this and the other fide the Weſtern 


Ocean, be amicably adjuſted and ſettled 
to the reciprocal comfort and bleſſing of 
Old-England and America k. 

I 


* The Engliſh and Americans may not improperly 
be compared to the indulgent father and the prodigal 
{on 
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I am vaſtly afraid, Moſt Noble Sir, I 
have encroached upon your Lordſhip's pa- 


tience ; 


ſon in the goſpel; for if the former would only, out 
of parental love and compaſſion, mitigate, reſcind, and 
relax thoſe requiſitions and demands againſt the Ame- 
ricans, which, upon impartial ſcrutiny by commiſſio- 
ners, part Engliſh and part Americans, to be by 
thoſe nations reciprocally nominated, but legally de- 
puted and empowered by the Crown of Great Britain, 
(its prerogatives and rights*always reſerved) with full 
powers and authorities for thoſe commiſſioners, under 
their hands and ſeals, upon the like nomination, to 
depute and empower other commiſſioners, as the exi- 
gencies of affairs in America ſhould require, ſhall ap- 
pear to be over haſty, unconſtitutional, or unprece- 
dented, it cannot be doubted but that the latter, out 
of contrition, filial affection, and obedience, and to 
avoid falling into the inexorable, deſpotic jaws of 
France and Spain, who, notwithſtanding their hypo- 


critical, deluſive profeſſions of friendſhip, are waiting 
to devour them like ſharks, would, for ſuccour and 


protection, immediately fly into the arms of their Bri- 
tiſh parents. It is exceedingly more eligible for the 
Britons, and deſponding interdicted Americans, (ſetting 
aſide all inadvertent animoſities, and healing the bleed- 
ing wounds of their countries) to eat the oyſters them- 
ſelves, and for their natural, inveterate enemies to 
take the ſhells. France and Spain fomenting diviſions, 
and ſnarling at the Engliſh having auxiliaries, (which, 
in caſes of emergency, from the times of the Romans 


and Vortigern, generally until now they have always 


had) and thereby binding their hands behind them like 
E ___ Gallic 


© 5 


tience; and therefore I ſhall only add, 
that theſe tew thoughts, which are as in- 
coherent in themſelves as they are inco- 
herently written, are the reſult of my 
duty and allegiance to his Moſt Excel- 
lent Majeſty, and the welfare of my 


Country; ſo that if I have expreſſed my- 
ſelf any ways inaccurately or diſreſpect- 


fully, it is done innocently and undefign- 
edly, and by way of emphaſis, and more 


abſolute expreſſion, and I moſt humbly 
beg 


Gallic ſlaves, plainly demonſtrate their ſiniſter, lurking 


intentions. Therefore, O Engliſhmen, before mat- 


ters are driven to deſperation, make a truce, ſuſpend 


hoſtilities, appoint a ſecure place of negociation, grant 


free paſſports, diſappoint your mortal enemies, amica- 
bly ſhake hands with your brethren, the Americans or 
Siſter-Globe, and, like the dove, pluck the olive 


branch, and embrace peace if poſſible: But if that 


cannot be effected upon honourable, pacific, concili- 
atory, milky terms, (only if it ſhould appear that En- 
gland has brought her action wrong, or is nonſuited, 
pray, my dear countrymen, is it not reaſonable to 
make gentle allowances and indulgencies to the living 


defendants, and, with lamentations, prayers, heca- 


tombs, and ſacrifices, to appeaſe the manes of the 
dead |!) and no other alternative or choice is left but 
bellona, or bloody war, (which heaven avert !) Britons, 


ſtrike home!] be not too credulous to, daunted at, or 


_— with the grave Dons and ſweet-ſcented Mon- 
urs. 


{ 
oy 
3 
. 


* 1 
beg his Majeſty's, your Lordſhip's, and 
other Noble Perſonages', ſpiritual and 
temporal, pardons. I am, 


Moſt Noble Lox, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt dutiful, 
Moſt obedient, and 


Moſt humble Servant to command, 


RICHARD-JOHN TETLOW, 


Attorney at Law, F. S. A. and Notary 
Publick. | 


Knottingley, near Pontefract,), 
Augult 6, 1775. 3 
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